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Qualify vehicles; economy and compact cars, 
intermediate and four-wheel drives with air conditioning. 
Attractive daily & weekly rates. 

Free hotel pick up & drop off. 

Courteous on-time service. 

Offices at: 

5:00 am to 11:00 pm 
8:00 am to 8:00 pm 
8:00 am to 6:00 pm 
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"AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUDGET SYSTEM LICENSEE" 


Annan tells Syria of 
horror after massacre 


DAMASCUS (AFP) - UN- 
Arab envoy Kofi Annan ex¬ 
pressed ’’horror” at the Houla 
massacre of more than 100 
people as he began a visit to 
Syria on Monday aimed at 
salvaging his battered peace 
plan. 

Annan called the ’’tragic” 
massacre in the central town 
”an appalling moment with 
profound consequences.” 

The former UN chief said 
those responsible for the mas¬ 
sacre must be held to account, 
and urged ’’everyone with a 
gun” to abide by his six-point 
blueprint to help end 15 
months of bloodshed. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Walid Muallem met Annan 
and the head of the UN ob¬ 
server mission in Syria, Major 
General Robert Mood. 

Muallem explained ’’the 
truth of what is happening in 
Syria and the attacks against 
law and order which are 
aimed at sowing chaos... (de¬ 
spite) the reforms that Syria 
has adopted in all areas,” the 
official SANA news agency 
reported. 

World leaders have voiced 
outrage over the deaths of at 
least 108 people in the central 


town of Houla on Friday and 
Saturday, among them 49 
children and 34 women, many 
blown to bits or shot dead at 
point blank range. 

Annan told reporters in 
Damascus that he was ’’per¬ 
sonally shocked and horrified 
by the tragic incident in 
Houla,” saying the Security 
Council was right to condemn 
it. 

Annan’s peace plan was 
supposed to begin with a 
ceasefire from April 12, but 
this has been broken daily. 

A watchdog said another 
36 people were killed on 
Monday, a day after 87 died in 
one of the deadliest days of 
the putative truce. 

The Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights said 34 of 
Sunday’s dead were killed in 
random shelling of the central 
city of Hama by troops retali¬ 
ating for losses. 

It said clashes raged on 
Monday in regions including 
Idlib in the northwest and 
Daraa in the south, where an 
anti-regime revolt first 
erupted in March 2011. The 
Observatory says more than 
13,000 people have been 
killed in violence since. 


R. Kelly Rockin’ the 
house for a grand finale 
to SBMF 2012 



R Kelly gets closer to his devoted fans 


It has always been the tradi¬ 
tion of the Soul Beach Music 
Festival to end their series of 
Memorial Day weekend con¬ 
certs with a flourish; the riv¬ 
eting performances of 
Melanie Fiona an R. Kelly at 
the Niklcy Beach Amphithe¬ 
ater on Sunday evening cer¬ 
tainly did not disappoint what 
easily had to be more than 
10,000 people packing the 
beach on Aruba’s south shore 
and the festival’s best at¬ 
tended concert to date. 

This year, the Aruba 
Tourism Authority and Soul 
Beach producers added and 
extra bit of excitement. Con¬ 
cert goers were asked to fill 
out a brief questionnaire for 
which they received and at¬ 
tractive gift and the opportu¬ 
nity to win a trip back to 
Aruba, including hotel and 
airfare. 

Islanders and vacationers 
came to see and be seen, 
while enjoying great music 
from local band Youth Ex¬ 


treme, who opened the show. 
However it was the show¬ 
stopping performances of 
Melanie Fiona and R. Kelly, 
who gave their all to the au¬ 
diences that will be endlessly 
tweeted, particularly by those 
lucky female fans who an¬ 
swered R Kelly’s call. 

“Where are all the ladies?” 
he shouted after a few min¬ 
utes into his first number. 


“We’re here to rock the house 
and how can I do it without 
these great sexy ladies close 
by? I am not going on an¬ 
other minute until I have 
those ladies close by; I am 
not singing to cameras, I am 
singing to ladies-where are 
those sexy ladies?” 

Continued on pg 3 
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hours-Serving ^ & 

1 2:00pm to 10:00ish, | unch a „d dinner 


phone number 586-3904 

p,i_se NER Bee^ 


Balashi 


fift ewED IN 


seven 
days 
a week. 


THE VILLAGE PLAZA 
(behind Senor Fro 


$2.00 Balashi - bottled or 10 oz draft 
with the purchase of ANY sandwich! 


■ JWW1B AT ™ Of ORDER! FrieS.. 4 

frecj| delivery in hotel area for orders over s5 0.0 Or J 


A poignant moment “For the Fallen” on 

Memorial Day 2012 



Poet Robert Laurence Binyon 
was read: 

“They went with songs to 
battle, they were young, 

Straight of limb, true of 
eye, steady and aglow. 

They were staunch to the 
end against odds uncounted; 

They fell with their faces 
to the foe. ” 

“They shall grow not old, 
as we that are left grow old; 

Age shall not weary them, 
nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the 
sun and in the morning 

We will remember them ” 


Trevor Lynch takes over for deceased father in law Bobby Nadal 



Griff and Maureen March to the sea 


In 2004 a small, quiet cere- group of four veterans who 
mony was first conducted at have since earned the infer¬ 
tile Costa Linda Beach by a mal title “The Costa Linda 


Sunday KOFFIE MORGEN 

Monday Daily Raffle S 500 Barn DOUBLE POINTS 

Tuesday Daily Raffle S 500 - Blackjack Tournament 

Wednesday Daily Raffle S 500 - Cool Casino - LADIES SIGHT 
Thursday Daily Raffle $ 500 Barn DOUBLE POINTS 

Friday Blackjack Tournament 
Saturday KOFFIE MORGEN 



Swuf cd K/elcrMte 

Management reserves the right to discontinue this promotion at any time 



Griff McElroy, Maureen Nadal, Frank Nini and Trevor 


Lynch 

Vets.” The original group of 
Frank Nini, Rich Lamonth, 
Bobby Nadal and Griff 
McElroy, veterans of the U.S. 
Armed Forces, were joined 
by their good friend Henry 
Lavergne of Canada in organ¬ 
izing the event that has 
grown annually in attendance 
since their first time. The in¬ 
tention was to provide a mo¬ 
ment for all those who were 
on Aruba for U.S. Memorial 
Day to have a solemn mo¬ 
ment to loved ones lost to 


war, no matter what uniform 
they wore or under which 
flag they fought. 

Yesterday, at 10:00 a.m. they 
again welcomed a good sized 
group who joined them in call¬ 
ing “The Detail” to attention. 

This year, Bobby Nadal’s 
role as Master of Arms was 
taken over by his son-in-law, 
Trevor Lynch, as Bobby 
sadly passed away earlier in 
the year. 

Two stanza of the poem, 
“For the Fallen” by English 


The dozens who had gath¬ 
ered on the beach in remem¬ 
brance were asked to all 
repeat the last phrase as one, 
and many wiped away a tear. 

This year, Maureen Nadal, 
Bobby’s widow, joined Griff 
McElroy in his march into 
the sea to release a memorial 
wreath, a gift from the Costa 
Linda staff, and scatter 
Bobby’s ashes in the seaside 
they had all come to love so 
dearly. 

After a call to attention for 
the playing of Taps, Trevor 
dismissed The Detail until it 
is time again next year to 
stand in formation and re¬ 
member. 

The Costa Linda Vets ex¬ 
press their gratitude to all 
those who support them and 
have shown an interest in 
their efforts, as well as the 
condolence for Bobby Nadal. 
Anyone interested in keeping 
up with the annual Memorial 
Day observance on Aruba or 
other activities can follow 
their Facebook page titled 
’’Aruba Memorial Day” and 
contact them at 

Memorial.Day.Detail@gmail 
.com. 

By Rosalie Klein 
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Tournament 
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Start 7:30 PM 
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Located within the RIU PALACE HOTEL 
J.E. Irausquin BLVD.79 Palm Beach 
PH.297.5280993, ext. 981 


Chavez notches up three 
million Twitter followers 


National Honor Society/ National 
Junior Honor Society Induction 

Ceremony 



CARACAS (AFP) - Firebrand 
Venezuelan President Hugo 
Chavez now has more than 
three million followers on 
Twitter, making him the most 
popular Latin American politi¬ 
cian on the site — a milestone 
he celebrated on Monday. 

M To the three million fol¬ 
lowers, I sent a special thank 
you! We will use this plat¬ 
form to pursue our battle of 
ideas!” Chavez wrote early 
Monday, shortly after the 
number of followers topped 
the three million mark. 

At midday, the @chavez- 
candanga account had 
3,001,091 followers. 

Early in the day, state tel¬ 
evision VTV aired an ad an¬ 
nouncing the milestone. 

Chavez, who is battling 
cancer, opened the account in 
April 2010 to counter the op¬ 
position's use of social 
media. He quickly attracted 
hundreds of thousands of fol¬ 
lowers, some of whom asked 
him for jobs or housing. 

The flood of messages 
prompted the leftist leader to 
open a special service tasked 


with reading and answering 
all of the tweets. 

Chavez, 57, has been in 
power in 1999. He is running 
for reelection as a "revolu¬ 
tionary socialist" in October 
against Henrique Capriles, 
the youthful Miranda state 
governor and center-left can¬ 
didate for the united opposi¬ 
tion. 

Chavez has been espe¬ 
cially active on Twitter since 
his first cancer surgery in 
Cuba to remove a tumor from 
his pelvic area in June 2011. 

He underwent a second 
operation on the same area in 
February after it recurred, 
and since then has made sev¬ 
eral trips to Cuba — 
Venezuela's closest ally — for 
radiation treatment. 

Chavez is the most promi¬ 
nent face of the left in Latin 
America and has rallied a 
group of like-minded leaders 
as a counterweight to the 
United States. 

He said last week that he 
would officially throw his hat 
into the ring for the October 
7 presidential election. 


The International School of 
Aruba continues to put an 
emphasis on excellence. 

On Wednesday, May 23, 
2012, the Aruba Chapter of 
the National Honor So¬ 
ciety/National Junior Honor 
Society inducted 11 new 
members. To be considered 
for this honor, students must 
earn a minimum 3.0 cumula¬ 
tive grade point average. In 
addition to the strong aca¬ 
demic record, students must 
also display leadership, serv¬ 
ice and character. Evidence of 
this is submitted in a portfolio 
that showcases the student. 

While the faculty of ISA 
has an opportunity for input, 


the final decision is made by 
the Faculty Council. Each of 
these students carries various 
forms of leadership and serv¬ 
ice which enhance his/her 
character. 

Each of these students 
also brings individual skills 
and experience ranging from 
student council, Model 
United Nations, minister in 

National Honor Society Inductees 

Aditya Gupta 

Oriella Mansur 

Maria Andrade 

Leo Aquirre 

Richard Morphy 


the Youth Parliament, and 
volunteering for various or¬ 
ganizations, to mention a 
few. We are proud of their 
academic records and accom¬ 
plishments. We welcome 
these new members who 
bring new energy in support 
of our continuing work as 
National Honor Society 
members. 

National Junior Honor Society Inductees 

Muskan Dubey 
Rachel Maduro 
Pa van Sawilani 
Melissa Safamo 
Kunal Nathani 
Vera Colmenter 
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Aruba Hyatt Regency Resort 
presented the “Miles Award” 
to deserving associates 



Recently, Aruba Hyatt Re¬ 
gency proudly presented the 
prestigious “Miles Award” to 
a number of their dedicated 
associates for their numerous 
years of service. The special 
recognition is given to all 
employees with 5, 10, 15, 20, 
25 and 30 years of service 
with the resort. Aruba’s Min¬ 
ister of Tourism was also 
present for the festive occa¬ 
sion and had words of appre¬ 


ciation and congratulations 
for the happy associates. 

The Minister, in his re¬ 
marks, indicated that each 
employee plays an important 
role in our tourism. Thanks to 
their dedication, enthusiasm 
and hard work Aruba has be¬ 
come one of the favorite des¬ 
tinations in the Caribbean. 

And, it is their good work 
that keeps bringing visitors 
back to the island, sharing in 


the responsibility of tourism 
growth on Aruba, as well as 
the economy. 

The spirit in the ballroom 
was truly festive with great 
food and gifts of appreciation 
for the proud honorees. The 
Morning News joins with the 
rest of Aruba in congratulat¬ 
ing each one of our dedicated 
tourism ambassadors at the 
Aruba Hyatt Regency Resort 
& Casino. 


landoor 

tha Indian (/till koala 

Lunch Buffet 

Saturday - Sunday 

12:00 - 3 p.m. Dinner 

Monday - Sunday 
6:00-11:00 p.m 


Palm Beach Center - Palm Beach Aruba - Tel: 5860944 


f?. Kelly Rockln 9 the 
house for a grand finale 
to SBMF 2012 


Continued from pg 1 



Melanie Fiona 


The press section 
was immediately 
cleared and all the 
female audience 
members who had 
been lined up just 
beyond the barrier 
were ushered in 
close to the stage 
and treated to a 
handshake or ca¬ 
ress from their 
idol. He played di¬ 
rectly to the audi¬ 
ence, continually acknowledging their presence and his 
gratitude for their appreciation. Though he demonstrated his 
vast range with a number of hits, it was his heartfelt rendition 
of “I Believe I Can Fly” that had thousands of voices joining 
in on the chorus and soaring through the night. It was indeed 
a thrilling performance and a spectacular end to this year’s 
festival. 




Local Band Youth Extreme 


By Rosalie Klein 
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’Men In Black 3’ 
tops N. America 
box office 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
The third installment in the 
successful ’’Men In Black” 
sci-fi adventure franchise 
blasted away competition to 
take the top spot at the 
North American box office, 
industry estimates showed 
this last weekend. 

The blockbuster stars 
Will Smith and Tommy Lee 
Jones reprising their roles as 
secret agents battling alien 
species living on Earth, this 
time joined by Josh Brolin 
when the adventures goes 
back in time to 1969. 

”Men In Black 3” made 
$55 million in its first three 
days of release over the 
long Memorial Day holiday 
weekend, according to box 
office tracker Exhibitor Re¬ 
lations. 

It took the number one 
rank away from record- 
breaking comic book super¬ 
hero blockbuster ”The 
Avengers," which slipped to 
second in its third weekend 
with a $37 million take. 

The film has become the 
highest-grossing movie in 
Walt Disney Studios' his¬ 
tory with global earnings so 
far of $1.29 billion, the 
fourth-highest total of all 
time. 

"Battleship,” dropped to 
the number three spot in its 
second weekend with 
$10.75 million in box office 
receipts. 

4. "The Dictator,” with 
$9.6 million in its second 
weekend; 5. "Chernobyl Di¬ 
aries;'^. "Dark Shadows"; 
7. "What to Expect When 
You're Expecting" with $7.1 
million.; 8. "The Best Ex¬ 
otic Marigold Hotel," 9. 
"The Hunger Games;" 10. 
"Think Like A Man" with 
$1.4 million in earnings. 
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You have gained a lifetime of memories with family & Mends on the Island that 
is always happy to welcome you home. Gold Coast is the place for you. 


Luxury Villas, Town Homes & Condos 


Contact us by email at info@goldcoastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 


Malmok ■ Aruba 


RENTAL CONDOS ARE AVAILABLE 

Visit us for Your Island Getaway 

Online Reservations Available at 
rentals@goldcoastaruba.com 


Get AWG 90,- in FREE calls in Digicel’s special 
campaign for prepaid clients! 


Once again 
Digicel has a 
tremendous 
campaign for 
their clients 
in which 
FREE calls 
will be gran¬ 
ted. 

Digicel 
the largest, 
better and 
fastest net¬ 
work on the 


island is granting no less than 
AWG 90 in FREE call credit 
to all prepaid clients. The 
only thing clients have to do 
is purchase one of the se¬ 
lected models, add AWG 15,- 
credit to your account the 
first time in the month and 
one will automatically re¬ 
ceive AWG 15,- FREE! This 
will occur for 6 months long 
when adding credit to your 
account for the first time in 
the month. 


There are special prizes on 
selected pre-paid cellular mod¬ 
els, starting as of AWG 69,-. 

The dynamic team of 
Digicel was very busy last 
weekend informing the pub¬ 
lic of their tremendous cam¬ 
paign. 

So everyone is invited to 
join Digicel and take advan¬ 
tage of this great opportu¬ 
nity and enjoy Digicel’s 
tremendous offers and pro¬ 
motions. 



UNBEATABLE VALUE 
ONLY AT DIGICEL 
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Bring this ad to receive a free orange juice Bird 

Le Petit- (afe 


Z*/n* &£or)& at 


Located at: 
Playa Linda 
Beach Resort 
Tel. 586 4046 

Breakfast Monday thru Saturday 8 - n AM 


Le Petit (&fe 


Qtane Cjn'li Restaurant & Bar f very Pay froa* S’-? p 



$ 9.95 


2. Eggs (fried , scrambled or poached) 
with bacon , and link sausage, 
potatoes , toast and coffee or tea . 


Dinner Salad 

or 

Soup of the day 


Lemon Chicken Breast 
or 

Petit Filet Mignott 

or 

Filet of Grouper 


Ice Cream 

Chocolate 

or 

Vanilla 


All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT Stone 
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International News 

Tunisian president urges Swiss 
to restitute funds swiftly 



GENEVA (AFP) - Tunisian 
President Moncef Marzouki 
on Monday urged Switzerland 
to accelerate the restitution of 
frozen assets belonging to 
ousted president Zine El 
Abidine Ben Ali to his coun¬ 
try. 

"We want this money re¬ 
turned as soon as possible,” 


Marzouki told Swiss televi¬ 
sion RTS. 

"If it’s returned in 50 
years' time like with money 
of the Jews, that's point¬ 
less,” he said, referring to 
Jewish assets deposited in 
Swiss banks during World 
War II which were only re¬ 
turned to Holocaust sur¬ 
vivors or their descendants 
five decades later. 

He underlined that his 
country is in pressing needs 
of the funds. 

"We have 800,000 unem¬ 
ployed people. The regions are 
about to explode because peo¬ 
ple cannot stand any more 
misery,” he said. 

On January 19, 2011, 

Switzerland froze assets be¬ 
longing to the Ben Ali regime 
amid the authorities' repres¬ 
sion of peaceful demonstra¬ 


tions. 

Bern said in October that 
some 60 million francs (48.7 
million euros) worth of 
Tunisian assets had been 
blocked. 

Marzouki said the figures 
were "derisory.” 

"I think we are talking 
about just 10 percent of the as¬ 
sets which have been de¬ 
posited in Swiss banks,” he 
said. 

The Swiss foreign ministry 
said in response that the coun¬ 
try "is determined to return as 
soon as possible the assets cur¬ 
rently blocked in Switzerland 
the ilicit origins of which have 
been established. 

Marzouki will be in Geneva 
to attend the International 
Labour Organization's annual 
meeting which opens Wednes¬ 
day. 


Basque party condemns arrest 
of ETA military chief 


BAYONNE (AFP) - Basque 
separatist group ETA's outlawed 
political wing lashed out at 
France Monday for the arrest of 
a man authorities say is the 
ETA's military commander, 
calling it a sign of ongoing re¬ 
pression. 

The Batasuna party "con¬ 
demns in the strongest terms” 
the arrests of Oroitz Gumichaga 
Gogorza and his deputy Xabier 
Aramburu, spokesman Jean- 
Francois Lefort told AFP, after 
French and Spanish authorities 
announced the arrests Sunday 
following a joint operation in 
southwest France. 

Lefort called on French Pres¬ 
ident Francois Hollande's new 
administration to "begin finding 
a solution to the issue of freeing 
Basque political prisoners” and 
to "immediately stop all forms 
of repression”. 

"The Hollande government, 
rather than take a positive atti¬ 


tude on setting up a peace 
process, is managing the 
Basque issue by the old instruc¬ 
tion manual, written by the 
Spanish government, whose ob¬ 
jective is to continue solely 
down the path of repression, 
which is doomed to failure,” he 
said. 

Batasuna is banned in Spain 
but legal in France. 

ETA is blamed for 829 
killings during a four-decade 
armed campaign for an inde¬ 
pendent Basque homeland in 
northern Spain and southern 
France. 

Gurruchaga and Aramburu 
are being held for questioning in 
the southwestern city of Bay¬ 
onne, a source close to the case 
told AFP Monday. 

French law allows suspects 
in terrorism cases to be held for 
questioning for up to 96 hours. 

Their arrests bring to 15 the 
number of people arrested on 


suspicion of ETA ties since the 
group announced "the definitive 
cease of its armed activity” in 
October last year. 

Despite the announcement, 
ETA has not surrendered its 
weapons or disbanded. 

ETA is pressing for direct 
talks with France and Spain, but 
both governments have rejected 
negotiations and called for the 
group to disband. 

French Interior Minister 
Manuel Vails is due to visit Spain 
on Tuesday to meet with his coun¬ 
terpart Jorge Fernandez Diaz. 

The French interior ministry 
said Monday the two would dis¬ 
cuss joint police operations 
against ETA. 

At a May 18 meeting of Eu¬ 
ropean interior ministers in Mu¬ 
nich, Vails called ETA a 
"terrorist organisation” and said 
France's crackdown on the 
group would not soften under 
Hollande's administration. 


'Proof of life' of French 
reporter held in 
Colombia 



BOGOTA (AFP) - Colombian 
rebels on Monday sent "proof 
of life” of a French journalist 
held captive for a month in the 
jungle, days before his ex¬ 
pected release. 

Video footage broadcast on 
the Latin American cable TV 
network Telesur showed 
France 24 reporter Romeo Lan- 
glois in good health despite a 
bandage on one arm from an 
injury apparently sustained 
during his capture. 

"I am a civilian, a French in¬ 
ternational journalist,” Langlois 
said, smiling as he spoke in 
Spanish in front of a camera in 
a FARC jungle camp. 

"You know what you're ex¬ 
posed to when you undertake 
this kind of activity,” he said, 
referring to his reporting mis¬ 
sion embedded in a Colombian 
army unit. "But the truth is I 
didn't think it was going to get 
so terrible.” 

Langlois was captured at the 
end of April during a clash be¬ 
tween FARC rebels and the 
army unit he was filming. 

A delegation comprising a 
French envoy, representatives 
of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) and 
former Colombian senator 
Piedad Cordoba are being dis¬ 
patched to fetch 3 5-year-old 
Langlois on Wednesday. 

"We just have to hope every¬ 
thing goes well on the day,” 
French ambassador Pierre-Jean 
Vandoome told radio Caracol, 
adding that he expected to meet 
the unidentified envoy later on 
Monday along with other 
members of the mission. 

Initially, the FARC guerril¬ 


las declared Langlois a "pris¬ 
oner of war.” 

The reporter was wearing a 
Colombian army helmet and a 
bullet-proof vest at the time of 
his capture, which he shed be¬ 
fore surrendering to the guerril¬ 
las and declaring he was a 
civilian, according to the au¬ 
thorities. 

In mid-May, the FARC re¬ 
lented and said it was prepared 
to release him as long as it was 
provided with the usual secu¬ 
rity guarantees such as a sus¬ 
pension of Colombian military 
operations in the region. 

Military officials have 
agreed to suspend operations 
from 6:00 pm Tuesday until 
Thursday at 6:00 am in the area 
near the planned release in 
Colombia's southern jungle. 

The exact location where the 
reporter will be freed has not 
been announced. 

The last French national 
held by the FARC was Ingrid 
Betancourt, a former Colom¬ 
bian senator and presidential 
candidate. She was abducted 
during her presidential cam¬ 
paign in February 2002, along 
with her assistant, Clara Rojas. 

Betancourt and 14 other 
hostages — including three US 
military contractors — were 
freed in an operation by the 
Colombian military in July 
2008. 

Founded in 1964, the Revo¬ 
lutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia is the oldest and 
largest leftist guerrilla group in 
the country with some 9,200 
fighters. In February, it re¬ 
nounced the practice of kidnap¬ 
pings for ransom. 
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International News 


13 children among 19 dead 
in Qatar mall fire 



Obama's Memorial 
Day message: troops 
are coming home 



DOHA (AFP) - A fire that 
erupted at a nursery in a huge 
Venice-themed shopping cen¬ 
tre in the expat-dominated 
Qatari capital of Doha on 
Monday killed 19 people in¬ 
cluding 13 children, the inte¬ 
rior ministry said. 

Four of the children who 
died were Spanish, said a for¬ 
eign ministry spokeswoman in 
Madrid, while Paris an¬ 
nounced that a three-year-old 
French child also perished. 

The blaze left ”19 dead, in¬ 
cluding 13 children, among 
them seven girls and six boys, 
in addition to four female 
teachers,” the interior ministry 
said on its Twitter page, citing 
Qatar’s health minister. 

Two members of the civil 
defence also died in the fire at 
the capital's Villaggio mall, it 
said. 

The fire broke out at a nurs¬ 
ery, state minister for the inte¬ 
rior Abdullah bin Nasser 
Al-Thani told reporters. 

He said it became clear that 
”20 children were at the nurs¬ 
ery in the complex and all ef¬ 
forts were concentrated on 
evacuating those kids,” adding 
that firefighters had to break 
through the roof to get to 
trapped children after a stair¬ 
case to the first-floor nursery 
collapse also pointing out that 
police and civil defence 
reached the site within min¬ 


utes. 

Dense smoke inside the 
mall combined with the fierce 
temperature from the flames 
made reaching the trapped 
children very difficult, a civil 
defence representative told a 
news conference. 

Health Minister Khaled al- 
Qahtani said all fatalities were 
caused by asphyxiation, 
adding that 17 people were in¬ 
jured, mostly firefighters. 


Al-Thani told reporters that 
the "public prosecution has 
taken charge of the investiga¬ 
tion.” 

Crown Prince Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
ordered the setting up of a spe¬ 
cial commission to probe the 
deadly blaze, the Doha-based 
Al-Jazeera satellite television 
station reported. 

Villaggio Mall was opened 
in 2006. The Venetian-styled 
centre boasts a mall area of 
125,000 square metres. Its 
main feature is a canal on 
which genuine gondolas ferry 
visitors through the mall. 

Thanks to its wealth of oil 
and natural gas reserves, com¬ 
bined with a tiny population of 
less than two million, mostly 
foreigners, Qatar is one of the 
world's richest countries in 
terms of per capita income, 
coming second only to tiny 
Liechtenstein. 


ARLINGTON, Virginia 
(AFP) - US President Barack 
Obama said Monday on Me¬ 
morial Day that troops are 
coming home after a decade of 
war and must be respected, 
with no repeat of the "national 
shame” that greeted many 
Vietnam veterans. 

In two speeches to mark the 
annual commemoration of 
fallen and missing soldiers, 
Obama said US troops were no 
longer fighting in Iraq and that 
he was "winding down” Amer¬ 
ica's war in Afghanistan. 

As a result, he said, the 
focus must now shift to ensur¬ 
ing a future for those returning 
from the battlefield. 

"For the first time in nine 
years, Americans are not fight¬ 
ing and dying in Iraq,” Obama 
said after laying a wreath on 
the Tomb of the Unknowns, in 
Arlington National Cemetery 
just outside Washington. 

"After a decade under the 
dark clouds of war, we can see 
the light of a new day on the 
horizon.” 

After sweeping to power in 
2008 partly owing to his prom¬ 
ise to end the war in Iraq, 
Obama followed through by 
bringing the final US soldiers 
home last year. 

Obama is highlighting that 
honored promise, and a plan to 
get US combat troops out of 
Afghanistan by the end of 
2014, to bolster his leadership 


credentials as he faces reelec¬ 
tion in November. 

But the president, who also 
serves as commander-in-chief 
of US forces, noted that for rel¬ 
atives of the fallen, the end of 
America's foreign wars may 
hold little consolation. 

A few hours later, in a 
speech at the Vietnam War 
Memorial in Washington, he 
reached out to veterans of that 
conflict, which spiraled out of 
control in the 1950s and 
claimed the lives of tens of 
thousands. 

"One of the most painful 
chapters in our history was 
Vietnam — most particularly, 
how we treated our troops who 
served there,” Obama told a 
crowd at the Vietnam wall, 
where the names of 58,000 sol¬ 
diers, airmen, sailors and 
Marines are engraved. 

"You were often blamed for 
a war you didn't start, when 
you should have been com¬ 
mended for serving your coun¬ 
try with valor. You were 
sometimes blamed for mis¬ 
deeds of a few, when the hon¬ 
orable service of the many 
should have been praised,” he 
said. 

Obama said the US Depart¬ 
ment of Veterans Affairs aimed 
to ensure that those who sur¬ 
vive conflict return home and 
gain the support needed to lead 
successful civilian lives. 



London : A man (C) is led away by British police officers 
outside the High Court in London on May 28, 2012 after 
he burst into the chamber where the Leveson Inquiry 
was hearing evidence from former British prime minis¬ 
ter Tony Blair. David Lawley-Wakelin, a film-maker and 
teacher of film, who has made a documentary about the 
Iraq war, disrupted proceedings on Monday when he 
emerged through a rear door to shout: "Excuse me. 
This man should be arrested for war crimes." The 49- 
year-old then made allegations about Blair being "paid 
off" by JP Morgan for his role in the conflict, yelling: 
"The man is a war criminal," before he was dragged 
away. Blair immediately denied the allegations. 

AFP PHOTO 


































8 


THE MORNING NEWS 


Tuesday, May 29, 2012 


-ACQUA- 


TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR FINANCING PROGRAM 
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ON PROPERTY LAND 
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US$. 227,700.00 


Health & Living 


Women ink in enthusiasm for 
tattoos 



NEW YORK (AFP) - They 
may need more work to look 
like screen beauty Angelina 
Jolie or pop star Lady Gaga, 
but growing numbers of 
women are taking a step to¬ 
ward emulating the stars by 
having their skin tattooed. 

At the annual New York 
City Tattoo Convention last 
weekend, tattoo artists from 
Brazil, Europe, Japan and 
other spots around the globe 
unveiled their wares to a 
mixed crowd, and women 
were a strong presence. 

Lucy Challenger came all 
the way from London to finish 
a huge tattoo that had been 
started two years earlier by a 
Chinese artist, who herself had 
flown in from Los Angeles. 

Challenger, a 28-year-old 
actress, lay almost unclothed 
on her stomach, headphones 
on and an iPad in front of her, 
while the artist worked on the 
design, a phoenix rising up 
from her left buttock. Her ses¬ 
sion lasted eight hours, from 
4:00 pm to midnight, and cost 
$1,000 — not to mention the 
price of an air ticket from Lon¬ 
don. 

The work will have taken a 
total of 35 hours under the tat¬ 
too needle, two trips to Los 
Angeles, one session in Lon¬ 
don and one in New York, to¬ 


talling thousands of dollars. 

US women took over men 
for the first time this year in 
terms of numbers of tattoos, 
with 23 percent of females 
bearing a tattoo, compared to 
19 percent of men, according 
to a Harris poll. 

Bill Tarr, owner of Totem 
Tattoo, said he saw the trend in 
his salon and that he’d be 
happy to see only women. 

Their tattoos are "not as vi¬ 
olent", he said. "It doesn't ex¬ 
press aggression and I like 
that. There is enough of that 
going on in the real world. I 
like to do feminine and posi¬ 
tive tattoo things." 

— 'It's a confidence thing' — 

Tarr was tattooing the neck 
of Ruth Washington, 25. She 
had a picture of the seaside to 
remember her grandparents on 
her arms and her parents' mar¬ 
riage vows on her back. She 
said she favors butterflies, 
fairies, rabbits and especially 
color. 

Both Washington and Bill 
Tarr's wife Ruth said female 
tattoos are now mainstream. 

"People used to stare at me, 
but now it's so much more ac¬ 
cepted," said Washington, who 
shelled out $3,500 for the tat¬ 
toos on one of her legs. "It 
used to bother me, but not any 
more." 


For some, tattoos still feel 
rebellious. Rosemarie Osborn, 
a former policewoman, said 
she'd taken the plunge at 35 to 
celebrate her divorce. 

Wendy Richard got hers on 
arrival in New York from her 
home state of Wisconsin. 

"It's a culture thing and I am 
part of that culture," she said. 
"It shows you are strong and 
tough... It's a confidence thing, 
it shows you are not afraid of 
pain, and that you can make 
choices for life." 

Exercising in 
the Heat 



•Drink plenty of water be¬ 
fore, during and after exer¬ 
cise. 

•Don't exercise as vigor¬ 
ously as you normally do, es¬ 
pecially during the first few 
days of hotter weather. 

•Pay attention to factors 
other than temperature, in¬ 
cluding humidity. 

•Exercise early in the 
morning or late in the 
evening, to beat the hottest 
temperatures. 

•Wear lightweight cloth¬ 
ing that fits loosely. 

•Listen to your body and 
take a rest when you need it. 


French smokers unite 
against curbs 



PARIS (AFP) - French smok¬ 
ers have formed a lobby to 
"defend their rights" against 
what they perceive as unfair 
curbs imposed by the state, the 
group's leaders said Sunday. 

The Union for the Rights of 
Adult Smokers (UDFA) says it 
represents a potential 12.5 mil¬ 
lion voters and intends to fight 
against the spread of no-smok¬ 
ing zones or rising cigarette 
prices. 

"We want to defend our 
freedom," chairwoman 

Nathalie Masseron told AFP. 

"We are being barred from 
cafe terraces, some want to 


ban us from parks with 
children, some hotels 
are non-smoking, soon 
a smoker won't be able 
to rent a flat and there's 
even talk of banning 
smoking while you 
drive," she said. 

With the first round 
of France's legislative 
election on June 10, the 
new group is hoping to 
catch the attention of 
the country's politi¬ 
cians. 

Masseron said there were 
an average of 21,600 smokers 
in every constituency — 
"which is a lot when you know 
that most MPs are elected by a 
margin smaller than 500 
votes". 

According to Masseron, the 
social cost of smoking is half 
the amount — 13.6 billion 
euros ($17 billion) — raked in 
by the state thanks to taxes on 
tobacco products. 

Government statistics say 
73,000 French people die 
every year from smoking-re¬ 
lated illnesses. 


Cambodian girl, 10, dies 
from bird flu: WHO 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) - A 10- 
year-old Cambodian girl has 
died from bird flu, the World 
Health Organization said 
Monday, the country's third fa¬ 
tality from the virulent disease 
this year. 

The child developed a fever 
and shortness of breath on 
May 20 and died on Sunday, 
the WHO said in a joint state¬ 
ment with the Cambodian 
health ministry. 

Hospital tests confirmed she 
had contracted the H5N1 
strain of avian influenza. 

"There is evidence of recent 
deaths among poultry in the 
village and the patient pre¬ 
pared sick chicken for food 
prior to becoming sick," the 
statement said. 

The girl, from southwestern 


Kampong Speu province, is 
the 21st person in Cambodia 
to become infected with the 
H5N1 virus since 2003. Nine¬ 
teen of those cases have been 
fatal. 

The H5N1 strain has killed 
357 people worldwide since 
2003, according to WHO sta¬ 
tistics. 

Concerns about avian in¬ 
fluenza have risen in the re¬ 
gion with China, Vietnam and 
Indonesia all reporting deaths 
from the virus this year. 

The virus typically spreads 
from birds to humans through 
direct contact, but experts fear 
it could mutate into a form 
easily transmissible between 
humans, with the potential to 
kill millions in a pandemic. 
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Sci-Tech 


Dripping crucifix sparks Indian 
blasphemy row 


MUMBA (AFP) - Angry 
Catholics have accused an In¬ 
dian sceptic of blasphemy 
after he argued a dripping cru¬ 
cifix was caused by faulty 
plumbing rather than divine 
intervention, leaving him fac¬ 
ing a possible prison term. 

Thousands of believers 
flocked to a suburban street in 
the west of Mumbai in March, 
when drops of water began to 
fall from the feet of Jesus on 
the cross, drinking the prized 
liquid in the hope that it had 
holy powers. 

Sanal Edamaruku, presi¬ 
dent of the Indian Rationalist 
Association, suggested other¬ 
wise. He said he inspected the 
site and found the source of 
the water to be leaking toilet 
drainage, making it dangerous 
to imbibe. 

"It's a case of miracle-mon- 
gering," Edamaruku told AFP 


from his home in New Delhi. 
"Any kind of miracle-monger- 
ing is ultimately to get money 
and power." 

Accusing him of spreading 
"anti-Catholic venom" during 
televised debates on the cruci¬ 
fix, outraged religious groups 
in Mumbai have filed police 
complaints that could see 
Edamaruku jailed for up to 
three years under India’s blas¬ 
phemy law. 

"Don't try to bring dark 
ages in India," Edamaruku had 
warned in a TV discussion. 

One complaint was lodged 
with police by Joseph Dias, 
general secretary of the 
Catholic-Christian Secular 
Forum, who objected to the ra¬ 
tionalist's "very obvious and 
stridently anti-Christian bias". 

In a statement emailed to 
AFP, Dias denied the dripping 
crucifix had been hailed as a 


miracle — a status that requires 
an official Church pronounce¬ 
ment — but he also dismissed 
Edamaruku's theory. 

"A plausible explanation 
which makes sense is still elu¬ 
sive," he wrote. 

Superstitious beliefs are 
still widespread in India, a fast- 
developing and officially sec¬ 
ular country where Hinduism 
dominates but a diverse range 
of ethnic groups, religious 
practices and languages co¬ 
exist. 

As a prominent sceptical 
campaigner Edamaruku is no 
stranger to controversy. 

His association, which 
claims 100,000-plus members, 
was set up in 1949 to cam¬ 
paign for scientific reasoning 
over superstition — a job that 
has become his mission in life. 

The 56-year-old has spent 
the last three decades exposing 
what he says are fake miracles 
and fraudulent gurus across 
India, whose top mystics and 
yoga masters have amassed 
huge followings and fortunes. 

Edamaruku's targets have 
included powerful spiritual 
leaders such as the late Sathya 
Sai Baba, who was revered by 
millions and famed for produc¬ 
ing baubles out of thin air. 

Now Edamaruku welcomes 
the moves against him as "an 
opportunity, not a thing to be 
afraid of', he said, and is chal¬ 
lenging India's blasphemy law. 

The legislation bans "delib¬ 
erate and malicious acts in¬ 
tended to outrage religious 
feelings of any class by insult¬ 
ing its religion or religious be¬ 
liefs" — a rule Edamaruku 
believes runs counter to free¬ 
dom of expression. 

His lawyers are preparing 
to lobby India's Supreme Court 
to overturn the colonial-era 
section of the penal code, as 
well as asking a court in Delhi 
to prevent his arrest. 

Edamaruku said the 
Catholics' response had been 
"like Islamic fundamentalists 
speaking" and drew parallels 
with the opposition to Mum¬ 
bai-born British author Salman 
Rushdie. 

Rushdie's 1988 book "The 
Satanic Verses" remains 
banned in India for allegedly 
insulting Islam and the writer 
withdrew from a literary festi¬ 
val in January this year after 
death threats and angry 
protests. 

"I always think there are 
two Indias," said Edamaruku. 
"The 21st century, which is 
progressive, modern, scien¬ 
tific" and "17th-century India, 
which is pulling us back to the 
dark ages of intolerance, big¬ 
otry, superstition". 
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Sanal Edamaruku has spent the last three decades expos¬ 
ing what he says are fake miracles 
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Kazakhstan blocks 
Russian satellite 
launches: reports 



Russian police officers guard the 
Soyuz TMA-22 rocket of the Interna¬ 
tional Space Station 


MOSCOW (AFP) - Kaza¬ 
khstan, which hosts Russia's 
Baikonur cosmodrome, is 
blocking three upcoming Russ¬ 
ian satellite launches because 
of a dispute over the drop zone 
for rocket debris, reports said 
on Monday. 

The first stages of the 
Soyuz rockets that were sched¬ 
uled to launch a total of seven 
satellites were due to fall down 
over a region of north Kaza¬ 
khstan that is only occasionally 
used as a drop zone for debris. 

Kazakhstan argues that in 
order for the zone to be used 
the two sides must sign an ad¬ 
ditional agreement to the leas¬ 
ing accord it has with Russia, 
the Kommersant daily and In¬ 
terfax news agency reported. 

"Due to this we are simply 
unable to carry out not just our 
own but international obliga¬ 
tions," a source in the Russian 
space agency Roscosmos told 
Kommersant. 

The launches that are set to 
be shelved or already post¬ 
poned are the launch of Euro¬ 


pean meterorological 
satellite MetOp-B that 
had been due May 23, 
the launch of Be¬ 
larussian, Canadian, 
German and two 
Russian satellites on 
June 7 and the launch 
of Russian satellite 
Resurs-P in August. 

It is not clear how 
and when the seven 
satellites will now be 
launched. 

There is no sugges¬ 
tion however that the dispute 
will affect manned launches 
from Baikonur which also use 
a Soyuz rocket but whose de¬ 
bris usually falls in a different 
zone. 

Kommersant said one pos¬ 
sible reason for the dispute is 
Russia's building of a new cos¬ 
modrome Vostochny in its own 
Far East territory which when 
completed will provide an al¬ 
ternative launch site to 
Baikonur. 

It said Kazakhstan fears that 
the new cosmodrome will en¬ 
courage Russia to break the 
lease agreement on Baikonur, 
which is due to last until 2050 
and sees Moscow pay Astana 
almost $ 115 million in rent an¬ 
nually. 

Baikonur was the historic 
Soviet cosmodrome from 
where Yuri Gagarin made the 
first manned space flight in 
1961. Moscow kept control of 
the facility under an agreement 
with Kazakhstan after the col¬ 
lapse of the USSR. 



Apartments 


Fully furnished studio apartments, walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day, week or month, excellent alternative for your next 
vacation in Aruba. 

Bubali #143, Noord, Aruba 


Phones: (297) 587-7482 / 587-6474 Fax: (297) 587-8448 


www.sasaki-apartments.com 
E-mail: sasakiapartments@hotmail.oom 
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1. Feeling blue 


4. Lowest tide 
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30. 

11. Pub brew 
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13. Mineral fuel 


14. Prepare for 
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DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 1 

MAY 26 - JUNE 02 


O’stad Botica Centraal N.V.’ - S.N s 4 ALOE N.V. 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUD0 SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel. 5274000 
EMERGENCY 
Telephone 911 
POLICE HDQS 
Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

AI Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 
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row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number Is Never repeated 
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In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 





























































































































































































Tuesday, May 29, 2012 


THE MORNING NEWS 


11 


Finance 


Oil prices rise on Iran tensions, weaker 
dollar 


LONDON (AFP) - Oil prices 
rose on Monday as major 
crude producer Iran and 
Western powers failed to 
reach agreement over 
Tehran's nuclear programme 
and as the dollar weakened 
against the euro, analysts 
said. 

New York's main contract, 
West Texas Intermediate 
crude for delivery in July 
gained 48 cents to $91.34 a 
barrel. 

Brent North Sea crude for 
July won 82 cents to $107.65 
in London afternoon deals. 

The issue of Tehran's ura¬ 
nium enrichment and stock¬ 
pile had been at the centre of 
talks last week between Iran 
and major world powers — 
who believe the country's nu¬ 
clear activities mask a push to 
build atomic weapons. 

Iran, already under heavy 
sanctions for refusing to sus¬ 
pend its nuclear programme, 
has denied the accusations 


and threatened to disrupt 
Middle East oil supply if it is 
faced with further sanctions. 

"Iran and the Grexit drove 
oil prices down during the 
first half of last week, but de¬ 
velopments on both issues 
have turned them into sup¬ 
port for oil prices," Tamas 
Varga, an analyst at brokers 
PVM Oil Associates, said on 
Monday. 

"It doesn't require a huge 
understanding of interna¬ 
tional politics to read Iranian 
tactics on the nuclear issue, 
and it was probably naive to 
think at the beginning of last 
week that any agreement be¬ 
tween Iran and world powers 
was even remotely possible." 

Traders said that oil prices 
were also supported by a 
weaker greenback, which 
makes dollar-denominated 
crude cheaper for holders of 
other currencies, boosting de¬ 
mand and in turn prices. 

The euro rose versus the 


Japan’s April auto output 
soars in year after quake 


TOKYO (AFP) - Japan's 
major automakers on Mon¬ 
day reported huge production 
increases for April, as the 
hard-hit sector recovers from 
the devastating impact of last 
year's quake-tsunami. 

Heavyweights Toyota, Nis¬ 
san, and Honda saw huge 
jumps in output from the same 
month a year earlier when 
they slashed production and 
shuttered plants due to power 
shortages and a parts supply 
crunch after the disaster. 

Toyota, the nation's 
biggest automaker, said out¬ 
put at its factories in Japan 
surged more than three-fold 
to 352,973 vehicles last 
month, while overseas pro¬ 


duction rose 64.8 percent in 
the period to 439,988. 

Honda Motor said its produc¬ 
tion at home skyrocketed 514.4 
percent to 87,049 vehicles, while 
foreign output climbed by 112.5 
percent to 264,614. 

Nissan's production, 
meanwhile, jumped 94.0 per¬ 
cent to 85,734 at home, while 
overseas production rose 39.2 
percent to 283,788. 

Japan's auto sector suf¬ 
fered one of its worst months 
on record in April last year, 
while flooding in Thailand 
later in the year added to the 
pain as Japanese manufactur¬ 
ers with plants in the country 
saw their supply chains ham¬ 
mered. 


World’s richest woman increases stake 
in media firm 


SYDNEY (AFP) - The 
world's richest woman Gina 
Rinehart has increased her 
stake in Australian media 
group Fairfax, the company 
said Monday, as she lashed 
out at the chairman after 
being denied a board seat. 

Rinehart, who has a fortune 
of Aus$29.17 billion 
(US$28.48 billion) according 
to an annual index by Business 
Review Weekly, increased her 
holding to more than 13 per¬ 
cent from the 12.8 percent she 
bought in February. 

Her foray into the market 
— she was already Fairfax's 
largest shareholder — came 


dollar after opinion polls in¬ 
dicated a victory for pro-aus¬ 
terity conservatives in an 
upcoming Greek general 
election. 

The New Democracy 
party, which backs a deal 
with the European Union and 
International Monetary Fund, 
is tipped to secure most seats 
in the June 17 general elec¬ 
tions but without an outright 
majority, opinion polls 
showed on Sunday. 

The new polls point to a 
New Democracy victory 
ranging between 23.3 percent 
and 25.8 percent of the vote, 
a result that would require the 
party to seek coalition part¬ 
ners to form a viable govern¬ 
ment. 

Even so, such an outcome 
in next month's vote could 
mean that Greece would re¬ 
spect the terms of its EU-IMF 
bail-out and remain a mem¬ 
ber of the eurozone. 




Tsstc of 

"^Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 


Tunisian president urges Swiss 
to restitute funds swiftly 


GENEVA (AFP) - Tunisian 
President Moncef Marzouki 
on Monday urged Switzer¬ 
land to accelerate the restitu¬ 
tion of frozen assets 
belonging to ousted president 
Zine El Abidine Ben Ali to 
his country. 

"We want this money re¬ 
turned as soon as possible," 
Marzouki told Swiss televi¬ 
sion RTS. 


India explores measures to lure 
capital flows 


just days after she was over¬ 
looked for a Fairfax board 
seat in favour of former Ernst 
& Young boss James Millar. 

Rinehart is understood to 
have requested two board 
seats at Fairfax after becom¬ 
ing its largest shareholder 
earlier this year. 

Her initial move into the 
company prompted the gov¬ 
ernment to flag stronger 
media ownership laws, with 
Communications Minister 
Stephen Conroy saying Rine¬ 
hart, who has been critical of 
the government, wanted to 
exert her influence. 


NEW DELHI (AFP) - India 
is looking at ways to attract 
new capital flows from for¬ 
eign investors as a way to 
bolster its ailing currency, a 
senior finance ministry offi¬ 
cial said on Monday. 

India's rupee hit an un¬ 
precedented string of all-time 
lows last week, falling as low 
as 56.38 to the dollar but it 
rose on Monday to a one- 
week high of 55.18 rupees as 
investors took profits on the 
greenback. 

The government is ex¬ 
pected to announce this week 
steps that could include eas¬ 
ing rules for overseas retail 
investors to buy local shares 
or bonds, the official, who 
did not wish to be named, 
told reporters. 

The government will also 
conduct road shows in the 
Gulf countries next month to 
promote investments in India, 
he said. 

India draws major remit- 


YESTERDAY’S 
Crossword Answer 


tances from Indians living 
abroad, especially in the Gulf 
countries, and officials believe 
there may be scope to attract 
more money from the region 
to help support the rupee. 

However, analysts say 
while such measures might 
help the currency temporarily, 
they are not a long-term solu¬ 
tion to the rupee's weakness 
which reflects concern over 
slowing growth and gaping 
fiscal and trade deficits. 

Analysts said the govern¬ 
ment needs to press ahead 
with long-delayed reforms 
such as further opening up 
the retail and aviation sectors 
to foreign investment. 


"If it's returned in 50 years' 
time like with money of the 
Jews, that's pointless," he 
said, referring to Jewish as¬ 
sets deposited in Swiss banks 
during World War II which 
were only returned to Holo¬ 
caust survivors or their de¬ 
scendants five decades later. 

He underlined that his 
country is in pressing needs 
of the funds. 

"We have 800,000 unem¬ 
ployed people. The regions 
are about to explode because 
people cannot stand any more 
misery," he said. 

On January 19, 2011, 
Switzerland froze assets be¬ 
longing to the Ben Ali regime 
amid the authorities' repres¬ 
sion of peaceful demonstra¬ 
tions. 

Bern said in October that 
some 60 million francs (48.7 
million euros) worth of 
Tunisian assets had been 
blocked. 

Marzouki said the figures 
were "derisory." 

"I think we are talking 
about just 10 percent of the 
assets which have been de¬ 
posited in Swiss banks," he 
said. 




Daily 

cfvange l?at< 


Current as of: 
05/28/2012 

1 Currency 

I Code 

Buying 

rate 

banknotes 

Buying 

Cheques 

Selling 

Rate 

U.S.A. 

USD 

1.77 

1.78 

1.80 

Dutch Antilles 

ANG 

0.98 

1.00 

1.002 

Canada 

CAD 

1.710 

1.730 

1.750 

Britiain 

GBP 

2.730 

2.780 

2.840 

Switzerland 

CHF 

1.8581 

1.8653 

1.8733 

Netherlands 

EUR 

2.2143 

2.2345 

2.2570 

Sweden 

SEK 

0.2385 

0.2457 

0.2537 

Denmark 

DKK 

0.2910 

0.2982 

0.3062 

Norway 

NOK 

0.2862 

0.2934 

0.3014 

Japan 

JPY 

222.87 

233.90 

226.15 


(per 10,000) 

All rates for amounts up to AWG 100,000.00 per item. 
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Art Rules Aruba Brings new 
teachers and expertise this time 
all the way from Paris, Atlanta 
and Stockholm!! 


Russia’s Mariinsky 
causes stir with Putin 
protest opera 


Art Rules Aruba, also known 
as the biggest and most suc¬ 
cessful Arts Program on 
Aruba returns for it’s 3rd edi¬ 
tion. Launching July 6th„ this 
years program seems to be 
the popular! Within one- 
week producers of the Pan¬ 
cake Gallery Foundation 
received more than 60 appli¬ 
cations, currently reaching 
over 100 students to have ap¬ 
plied! 

Presented by RBC Royal 
Bank in partnership with the 
Pancake Gallery Foundation 
parties are encouraging all of 
Aruba’s aspiring talents be¬ 
tween 12-26 to join in and 
experience a unique and fun 
way to develop their artistic 


talent. Offering intensive 
workshops in different Art 
Disciplines this year’s pro¬ 
gram includes Photography, 
Fashion, Film, Theater, 
Dance, DJ, Street Art or 
Music & Performance. 

With the best experts and 
professionals from around 
the world teaching the 
classes, this year kids can ex¬ 
pect some of the previous Art 
Directors and a couple new 
ones, including international 
female DJ Lynnee Denise 
and Clavin Klein Fashion 
Designer Brandon Dalton 
just to name a few. 

DJ Lynnee Denise being 
the founder of New York 
based organization WildSeed 
Cultural Group, is driven by 
the desire to incorporate non- 
traditional elements of litera¬ 
ture, cultural criticism and 
ethnic musicology into her 
work as a dj and the music 
scene. She has traveled the 
world DJ-ing along side un¬ 
derground and internationally 
known artists such as female 
rapper MC Lyte, DJ Beverly 
Bond and Stevie Wonder’s 
DJ Spinna. DJ Lynnee 
Denise will be an inspiration 
in particular for young female 
DJ’s on Aruba whom are just 
as interested the turntables as 


their male peers. 

Also new to the team is 
this years’ fashion designer 
Brandon Dalton. 

Dalton moved from 
Philadelphia to New York 
after graduating from the 
Philadelphia Art Institute. 
Once in New York, he started 
working with Enyce Cloth¬ 
ing Company as a Graphic 
Designer for the men’s col¬ 
lection. Within a year he was 
promoted from creating t- 
shirt graphics to designing 
small collections that were 
inspired by his graphics. 
Brandon studied and learned 
about fabrics, trims, and the 
development of garments 
from concept to final product 
by visiting factories overseas 
and taking continuing educa¬ 
tion classes at FIT and the 
School of Visual Arts. Soon 
after, top-clothing companies 
recruited Brandon to collab¬ 
orate on various freelance 
projects such as Sean John, 
Ecko Unlimited, and Mecca. 
Currently working with 
Calvin Klein Jeans as their 
Senior Graphic Director for 
apparel, Brandon is responsi¬ 
ble for developing the artistic 
direction for the men’s col¬ 
lection. For Art Rules Aruba 
Brandon will be working 
with Aruba’s young aspiring 
fashion designers teaching 
them direction in not just de¬ 
sign but also the fashion 
business by creating mood 
boards, trend sheets, and per¬ 
sonal story lines that will vi¬ 
sually represent collections, 
new looks and personal vi¬ 
sion of the soon to fashion 
designers or producers. 

Both DJ and Fashion will 
offer fim creative and unique 
ways for Aruba’s youth to 
leam new methods, skills and 
techniques, as they cultivate 
their artistic talent, leam new 
skills and perspectives, all the 
while shaping their identity in 
a very hardworking, disci¬ 
plined yet fun and exiting way. 

Art Rules Amba is a 2- 
week summer program from 
July 6th to July 21st. 

For information on the 
program, the disciplines or 
how to apply visit 
www.artrulesaruba.com and 
make sure to like the Art 
Rules Amba Facebook page 
for daily updates, diaries and 
exclusives. 


SAINTPETERSBURG, 
(AFP) - Russia’s legendary 
Mariinsky Theatre has sur¬ 
prised audiences with a new 
production of a classic opera 
that draws parallels between a 
ruthless 16th century mler and 
Russia’s current regime. 

At one point in the new pro¬ 
duction of’’Boris Godunov” by 
Modest Mussorgsky the stage 
at the Saint Petersburg theatre 
is swarmed by riot police and 
protesters brandishing slogans, 
in a clear reference to the street 
demonstrtations against 
Vladimir Putin’s mle. 

The 19th century opera — 
based on the play by national 
poet Alexander Pushkin — 
chronicles the rise and fall of 
Tsar Boris Godunov, who as¬ 
cended to the throne at the turn 
of the 16th century after mur¬ 
dering the rightful heir. 

The plot, which focuses on 
the rift between the tsar and his 
own people, caused the opera 
to be censored multiple times 
by the imperial authorities and 
then in the Soviet Union. 

It has now been put on by 
British director Graham Vick 
at the Mariinsky Theatre, pre¬ 
miering Friday evening as part 
of the Stars of the White 
Nights festival. 

It is extremely rare for 
major Russian opera houses to 
make contemporary political 
references in their productions. 

The starkest reference to 
present-day Russia comes in 
the uniforms of riot police, or 
OMON, who protect Tsar Go¬ 
dunov and his family from a 
throng of angry fist-shaking 
citizens. 

’’None of the protesters ex¬ 
pected that the latest trends of 
Russian Twitter would be 
voiced on the conservative 
opera stage,” the Izvestia daily 
wrote Monday, saying the pro¬ 
duction ’’delivers a swinging 
blow.” 

While many of the set de¬ 
tails allude to the late Soviet 


perestroika years, when Russia 
was hit hard by economic 
crises and mass rallies, ele¬ 
ments like a monk with a lap¬ 
top or the lavish icon backdrop 
are more typical of Vladimir 
Putin's era of Internet and 
growing power of the Ortho¬ 
dox Church. 

The Mariinsky's interna¬ 
tionally renowned music direc¬ 
tor Valery Gergiev is known as 
a Putin supporter and was one 
of the celebrities who recorded 
a promotional clip for his pres¬ 
idential campaign this winter. 

Keeping the details of the 
Mariinsky's production under 
wraps until the last minute, 
Gergiev focused on its artistic 
merits in his latest remarks, 
hinting ever so slightly that 
Godunov's atrocities are mir¬ 
rored in modem Russia. 

"I don't think that the opera 
world so much needs to do (a 
news reporter's) work,” the 
maestro said at last week's 
press conference, "but that can 
happen in the hands of a strong 
director or artist.” 


REMEMBER 

to 



Buckle 
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AMENITIES: 

• Covered parking space with elec¬ 
trical outlet 

• Radio phone to call for transporta¬ 
tion 

• Complimentary shuttle to beach, 
restaurants, and the Alhambra Casino and 
Mall 

• Membership with RCI vacation exchange 
program 

• Complimentary use of fitness center 

• Complimentary use of beach chairs 

• Beach towels service 

• 24/7 Security 

• Garbage collection 

• Green keeping 

• Condo Liaison on duty 

• Discounted green fees 

• Complimentary use of 
driving range 

• Preferred tee times 

• Divi managed rental pro¬ 
gram 

• 24/7 availability of front 
desk, maintenance and house¬ 
keeping services 

• Complimentary use of all 
amenities at Divi Village 

• Reduced pricing on all in¬ 
clusive option at Divi and 
Tamarijn Aruba All Inclusives. 


FREE CAR 
Limited time: 

Eco-friendly electric car 
for every residences owner 


Bon Dia and Welcome to Aruba! 


Adorable and affordable; 
5 Burgers Aruba offers 
an island twist to the 
great American Burger 


Expatriates from Boston, 

Massachusetts, residing on 
Aruba, Aaron and Rosie 
Walisever are living their 
dream: a home on paradise 
while welcoming all and 
sundry to their proud un¬ 
dertaking, 5 Burgers 
Aruba. Some may be quite 
well acquainted with a na¬ 
tionally known U.S fran¬ 
chise bearing the name 
“5”, and patrons can ex¬ 
pect the same great quality 
between the buns, but an 
expanded menu and Rosie 
and Aaron’s fanatical ded¬ 
ication to giving their cus¬ 
tomers what they really 
want has resulted in a 
unique menu Rosie and Aaron love their Burger 

“You never get a second to ° 

Idaho potatoes, is enough to 
be shared by two. He was 
very amused to watch a fa¬ 
mous French chef demon¬ 
strating the best way to 
make fried potatoes on a 
gourmet cooking show and 
could only comment “He 
stole my recipe!” Try them 
the English way-with vine¬ 
gar, and you’ll wonder how 
you ever ate fries without it. 
This same 5-star chef also 
swears by Gouda as the best 
topping for the ideal gour¬ 
met cheeseburger. 

If you are a fan of crispy 
friend onion rings, as we are at 
THE MORNING NEWS, you 
cannot leave there without try¬ 
ing their secret recipe batter- 
dipped gourmet rings, made 
from fresh, not frozen onions. 
Unquestionably, the best we 
have had anywhere, and for 
those that like a little spice, the 
fried jalapenos are a real treat. 
Aaron and Rosie have ex¬ 
panded their menu to accom¬ 
modate certain tastes and 
dietary needs; they offer a tasty 
grilled chicken sandwich as 
well. 

5 Burgers Aruba is open 
for lunch & dinner - daily 
hours are Noon to 10-ish; de¬ 
livery is available to both the 
high-rise and low-rise hotel 
and beach district for orders 
over $50. Enjoy a great lunch 
without ever leaving the 
beach by calling 586-3904. 
However, we suggest you stop 
by and enjoy their authentic, 
heartfelt hospitality; it is not 
unusual for the owners when 
things are not too busy, to sit 
and chat while sharing their 
knowledge of the island. To¬ 
tally yummy and fun plus a 
great deal for a quality burger, 
they are definitely worth a 
visit 


Gouda Burger 2 

chance to make a first impres¬ 
sion,” comments Aaron; and 
upon entering 5 Burgers 
Aruba in The Village Mall in 
Palm Beach, one is struck by 
utterly spotless surroundings 
and a smiling, friendly, atten¬ 
tive service crew. Of course, 
the main item on the menu is 
burgers-the way they were 
meant to be, thick and juicy, 
made fresh daily and 100% 
pure beef, the kind that made 
the hamburger a traditional 
American treat. 

Prices vary only slightly 
between regular and small 
(basically 2 patties or 1) with 
specialty items such as Gouda 
Burger, Farmer’s Burger, Man 
Burger (almost 12 ounces of 
choice beef), and a Western 
Burger with crispy onion rings 
and BBQ sauce. All of these 
can be personalized with an 
incredible array of toppings, 
(mushrooms, jalapeno pep¬ 
pers, bacon, cheese, lettuce, 
tomato... whatever the list 
goes on) at absolutely no extra 
cost. 

5 Burger portions are 
ENORMOUS! Aaron sug¬ 
gests that even their small 
serving of fries, which are 
made from hand-cut fresh 


Whether you’re a first time visitor to the island, 
or you vacation with us every year we invite you 
to enjoy one of the most memorable vacation 
destinations of your life. We know, we’re Divi 
Resorts and Aruba has been our home for over 
40 years. 

Divi Resorts has 5 resorts in Aruba, in addi¬ 
tion to The Links at Divi Aruba golf course, and 
the Alhambra Casino. For years we’ve offered 
high quality all inclusive and timeshare vaca¬ 
tions; and over 40,000 members actively partic¬ 
ipate in the Divi Vacation Ownership Program. 

Many of our guests have found that one va¬ 
cation to Aruba per year is simply not enough! 
Our solution: The Residences at Divi Village 
Golf & Beach Resort. 

The Residences are luxury full ownership 
condominiums nestled within the lush greens of 
The Links at Divi Aruba golf course. 


Make Aruba your second home! Condo¬ 
miniums from the $300s. 

You can now purchase your own condo¬ 
minium and still enjoy the resort amenities of the 
Divi collection. 

For more information about The Residences, 
visit our sales office located in the golf club¬ 
house at the Divi Village Golf & Beach Resort. 

For questions or to schedule your appoint¬ 
ment to view a condominium, contact sales di¬ 
rector John Kelly at (297) 583-9971 or 
email: sales@diviarubaresidences .com 

We hope you will soon call Aruba home! 
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DarIJo Srna - Croatia's emotional Netherlands Euro 2012 squad 
talisman 






ZAGRAB (AFP) - Luka Mod- 
ric may be the creative genius 
of the Croatian side but it is 
captain Darijo Srna who pro¬ 
vides the emotional drive that 
is one of the great strengths of 
the team. 

The 30-year-old freescoring 
fullback — who has found the 
net 19 times in 90 matches 
since his international debut in 
2002 — has assumed the man¬ 
tle of Zvonimir Boban in being 
the inspirational leader of the 
team. 

But whereas Boban's status 
with Croat nationalists arose 
from his iconic kicking of a 
Yugoslav policeman who was 
beating a Dinamo Zagreb fan 
during a riot at the league 
match with Red Star Belgrade 
in 1990, Srna’s comes from a 
tough personal life. 

Srna, who will feel like he 
is playing at his second home 
after moving to Ukrainian 
champions Shakhtar Donetsk 
2003, is of Bosnian extraction 
but never met his father's par¬ 
ents as both were killed in 
World War II. 

In a gruesome precursor of 
what was to come half a cen¬ 
tury later between Serbs, 
Croats and Bosnian Muslims, 
his pregnant grandmother was 
burned to death by Serbian na¬ 
tionalist paramilitaries while 
his father was taken to safety 
by his grandfather. 

However, the grandfather 
was to meet his end in a 
shootout towards the end of 
the war when he caught in 
crossfire while working as a 
waiter at a bar. 

Srna's twice-married father 
Uzeir had a bohemian-like life, 
training as a baker before try¬ 
ing his hand at engineering and 
then joining the Yugoslav 
Army. 

But he said life became dif¬ 
ficult for the family when hos¬ 


tilities broke out in the 
Balkans in 1990. 

Darijo, born to a 
Croat mother and Bosn¬ 
ian Muslim father in 
Metkovic near 

Dubrovnik, had been 
offered a contract with 
Hajduk Split but it was 
a big risk, given the 
family's ethnicity and 
religion. 

"It was a difficult 
time," Uzeir said in a 
2008 interview with 
Britain's Guardian 
newspaper. 

"And your name was 
so important. But the 
worst thing was that the 
coaches came and 
openly demanded money for 
Darijo to stay there. Luckily he 
was so talented that when the 
youth coaches saw him, they 
decided he had to stay." 

He stayed for four years, 
winning two Croatian Cups 
before Shakhtar came calling, 
and despite offers from more 
mainstream European clubs, 
he opted for Donetsk. 

He has not lived to regret 
the decision, collecting many 
medals along the way, includ¬ 
ing six league crowns. Srna 
also captained them to an his¬ 
toric UEFA Cup trophy — the 


last before it became the Eu- 
ropa League - in 2009. 

Despite his successful ca¬ 
reer, Srna has never forgotten 
the sacrifices his parents made 
for him nor those less fortunate 
than himself, in particular his 
brother Igor, who has Down's 
Syndrome. 

Srna, who is married with a 
two year old daughter, has a 
tattoo across his heart reading 
"Igor". He dedicates all his 
goals to him and has been 
known to buy hundreds of 
tickets for orphans to attend 
Shakhtar games. 

The player, who has another 
personal tattoo of a deer 
("srna" in Croat) on his calf, 
has risen to the top against the 
odds but for him it is not his 
own skill which has made that 
possible. 

"My father and my family 
mean everything to me," he 
told the Guardian. "I can't for¬ 
get how they suffered while 
they were trying to find money 
for me during my days at Haj¬ 
duk. "I know it's impossible to 
repay him for everything he 
has done for me. But, I have 
bought him a car and given 
him enough money to live nor¬ 
mally now, while he is old. It's 
the least I can do." 


AMSTERDAM (AFP) - The 
Netherlands 23-man squad 
for Euro 2012 announced on 
Saturday: 

Goalkeepers : Tim Krul 
(N e wcastle U nited/EN G), 
Maarten Stekelenburg (AS 
Roma/ITA), Michel Vorm 
(Swansea City/ENG) 

Defenders: Khalid 

B oulahrouz (VfB 

Stuttgart/GER), Wilfred 
Bouma (PSV Eindhoven), 
John Heitinga 

(Everton/ENG), Joris Mathi- 
jsen (Malaga/ESP), Ron 
Vlaar (Feyenoord), Gregory 
van der Wiel (Ajax), Jetro 
Willems (PSV) 

Midfielders: Mark van 


Bommel (AC Milan/ITA), 
Nigel de Jong (Manchester 
City/ENG), Stijn Schaars 
(Sporting Lisbon/POR), Wes¬ 
ley Sneijder (Inter 
Milan/ITA), Kevin Stroot- 
man (PSV Eindhoven), 
Rafael van der Vaart (Totten¬ 
ham Hotspur/ENG) 

Forwards: Ibrahim Afel- 
lay (Barcelona/ESP), Klaas- 
Jan Huntelaar (Schalke 
04/GER), Luuk de Jong (FC 
Twente), Dirk Kuyt (Liver- 
pool/ENG), Luciano Nars- 
ingh (SC Heerenveen), Robin 
van Persie (Arsenal/ENG), 
Arjen Robben (Bayern Mu- 
nich/GER) 


Loew unveils final German 
squad for Euro 


BERLIN (AFP) - Coach 
Joachim Loew on Monday un¬ 
veiled his final 23-man squad 
for next month's European 
Championships, cutting four 
players from his initial pre-list. 

Goalkeeper Marc-Andre ter 
Stegen, who leaked five goals 
in an upset 5-3 loss to Switzer¬ 
land in a friendly on the week¬ 
end, was omitted along with 
Stuttgart striker Cacau, 
Schalke's teenage midfielder 
Julian Draxler and Borussia 
Dortmund's Sven Bender. 


'We don't like favourites tag,' 
says Ramos 


SCHRUNS, Austria (AFP)- 
Reigning European and world 
champions Spain go into Euro 
2012 as one of the favourites 
but it's a tag the players would 
rather do without, defender 
Sergio Ramos told AFP. 

"We don't really like being 
given this role," he said at the 
squad's training camp in the 
alpine resort of Schruns, Aus¬ 
tria. 

"We're aware that every¬ 
one sees us as favourites, 
since we won the World Cup 
and the Euro but you can't 
live in the past. We need to 
prove ourselves every day 
and start again from scratch." 

In their first Group C 
match on June 10, Spain will 
come up against 2006 world 
champions Italy, before also 
facing Ireland and Croatia. 

"I don't think you can un¬ 
derestimate anyone," Ramos 
continued. "In this kind of 
competition, any team can 
create a surprise. 

"That's why you have to 


take everyone seriously be¬ 
cause any team, maybe lesser 
known ones than Germany or 
the Netherlands, can sneak 
into the semi-final. So you 
have to take it step by step 
with a lot of calm." 

With Barcelona captain 
Carles Puyol and prolific 
striker David Villa injured, 
Spain will be missing two 
players whose performances 
were crucial to the squad's 
2010 World Cup and 2008 
European championship 
wins. 

"It's always rather sad 
news when these players who 
make a difference and are im¬ 
portant for their club and for 
the national team are not 
here," noted Ramos. "We will 
miss them both. But it's also 
true that nobody is indispen¬ 
sable. 

"We are lucky to have a 
great number of Spanish play¬ 
ers who can make a differ¬ 
ence and want a place in the 
squad." 


Coach Vicente del Bosque 
called up many new names to 
the team's Austrian training 
camp, as stars from Barcelona 
and Athletic Bilbao were un¬ 
able to attend due to Friday's 
Copa del Rey final. 

He was expected to give 
his final list for the Euro on 
Sunday. 

The European Champi¬ 
onship in Poland and Ukraine 
could be La Roja's chance to 
make it into the record books, 
by becoming the first nation 
ever to win three major inter¬ 
national competitions in a row. 


Germany open theur Group 
B campaign against Portugal 
on June 9 before playing the 
1988 winners Netherlands 
four days later and rounding 
off against 1992 champions 
Denmark on June 17. 

Squad-Goalkeepers: 
Manuel Neuer (Bayern Mu¬ 
nich), Tim Wiese (Werder Bre¬ 
men), Ron-Robert Zieler 
(Hanover) 

Defenders: Holger Badstu- 
ber (Bayern Munich), Jerome 
Boateng (Bayern Munich), 
Benedikt Hoewedes (Schalke 
04), Mats Hummels (Borussia 
Dortmund), Philipp Lahm 
(Bayern Munich), Marcel 
Schmelzer (Borussia Dort¬ 
mund), Per Mertesacker (Ar¬ 
senal/ENG) 

Midfielders: Lars Bender 
(Bayer Leverkusen), Toni 
Kroos (Bayern Munich), 
Thomas Mueller (Bayern Mu¬ 
nich), Mesut Oezil (Real 
Madrid/ESP), Andre Schuerrle 
(Bayer Leverkusen), Sami 
Khedira (Real Madrid/ESP), 
Bastian Schweinsteiger (Bay¬ 
ern Munich), Mario Goetze 
(Borussia Dortmund), Ilkay 
Guendogan (Borussia Dort¬ 
mund) 

Forwards: Mario Gomez 
(Bayern Munich), Miroslav 
Klose (Lazio/ITA), Lukas 
Podolski (Arsenal/ENG), 
Marco Reus (Borussia 
Moenchengladbach) 
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Olympics: British to cover Deng 
Olympic insurance costs 



LONDON (AFP) - Britain's 
basketball chiefs have vowed 
to cover the cost of Luol 
Deng's participation in the 
Olympics amid concerns over 
the high cost insurance for the 
Chicago Bulls star. 

Deng has been nursing a 
wrist injury for the closing 
months of the NBA season, a 
pre-existing condition which 
means his lucrative $27-mil- 
lion-dollar contract is not cov¬ 
ered by the league's insurance 
during the Olympics. 

It means British Basketball 
is likely to have to find around 
£300,000 pounds to insure 
Deng for the games this sum¬ 
mer, according to some re¬ 
ports, an enormous amount for 
the relatively cash-strapped 
governing body. 

British Basketball has al¬ 
ready in the past paid addi¬ 
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tional insurance to 
cover an old back 
injury sustained 
by Deng, but cash 
for the new pre¬ 
mium will have to 
be found by di¬ 
verting resources 
from other pro¬ 
grammes, officials 
said. 

"Luol Deng is 
hugely committed 
to the British Bas¬ 
ketball pro¬ 
gramme and he 
has maintained 
this stance, de¬ 
spite recent pressure for him 
not to play after injuring his 
wrist during the highly-de¬ 
manding shortened NBA sea¬ 
son," British Basketball 
performance director Chris 
Spice said. 

"The insurance to cover 
Luol is always expensive due 
to his high value, and due to 
the back exclusion placed on 
him by the NBA's insurers 
some years ago. 

"His wrist situation will 
make this exorbitant premium 
even more expensive and we 
will have to make sacrifices to 


all our other programmes if we 
are to make this happen. It is 
difficult, but there is only one 
Luol Deng and there is only 
one London 2012 Olympic 
Games. 

Deng, 27, was born in 
Sudan but moved to London as 
a youngster from Egypt after 
his family were granted politi¬ 
cal asylum. 

Deng has said he feels duty- 
bound to represent Britain in 
the Olympics because of the 
country's willingness to pro¬ 
vide a refuge for his family. 

"I'm going to play in the 
Olympics. What people don't 
understand, when we were in 
Egypt, we were refugees," he 
told ESPN recently. 

"My family and I were 
homeless. For five years, out 
of all of the countries in the 
world that my father was con¬ 
tacting, the only one that took 
us in was England. So how do 
I not participate (in the 
Olympics)? 

"If I don't play for them, 
knowing that I had the oppor¬ 
tunity to, explain to me, how 
am I supposed to live with that 
for the rest of my life?" 


Djokovic untroubled, 
Federer levels 
Connors record 


PARIS (AFP) - Novak 
Djokovic's bid for an historic 
Grand Slam enjoyed the per¬ 
fect French Open start on 
Monday as Roger Federer cel¬ 
ebrated his 50th straight major 
with a record-equalling 233rd 
Grand Slam win. 

But there was a huge scare 
for women's world number 
one Victoria Azarenka, who 
had to fight from a set and 4-0 
down to defeat Italian veteran 
Alberta Brianti to avoid be¬ 
coming the first top seed ever 
to lose in the opening round. 

Djokovic, bidding to be¬ 
come only the third man to 
hold all four majors at the 
same time, and the first in 43 
years, eased past Italian clay- 
court specialist Potito Starace 
7-6 (7/3), 6-3, 6-1. 

The world number one al¬ 
ready has the Wimbledon, US 
Open and Australian Open 
crowns under wraps and a first 
French Open triumph in two 
weeks' time would make him 
the first man since Rod Laver 
in 1969 to complete the sweep. 

"It's a challenge and some¬ 
thing to embrace and to enjoy. 
It's really too early to talk 
about getting my hands on the 
trophy, but it's definitely a 
goal. Anything is possible," 


said Djokovic, who next faces 
Slovenia's Blaz Kavcic. 

Djokovic has yet to reach a 
Paris final, having fallen three 
times at the semi-final stage. 

This year, he is scheduled to 
meet Federer in the last four. 

Federer, the 2009 champion 
and four times runner-up to 
Rafael Nadal, endured few 
problems getting past Ger¬ 
many's Tomas Kamke, the 
world number 78, winning 6- 
2, 7-5, 6-3. 

The win, achieved on a sixth 
match point, took him level 
with Jimmy Connors' 30-year- 
old record of 233 Grand Slam 
match wins. 

Monday's victory was also 
his 50th at Roland Garros hav¬ 
ing made his debut as a wild¬ 
card in 1999 where he went 
down to Australia's Pat Rafter 
in the first round. 

Since that time, he has 
missed just one Grand Slam — 
the 1999 US Open where he 
failed to qualify. 

Defending champion Li Na 
of China advanced to the sec¬ 
ond round with a 6-2, 6-1 win 
over Romania's Sorana 
Cirstea, a quarter-finalist in 
2009. 

Li will face France's 
Stephanie Foretz Gacon for a 
place in the last 32. 
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TheWestin 

SHOWTIME: 9PM NIGHTLY 
STARRING: Adam Steinfeld 
WHAT: Comedy Magic, Grand Illusion show. 
LOCATION: Westin Resort & Casino Aruba 
THEATER OPENS: 8:30PM 
BOX OFFICE OPENS: 8:00PM 
COST: $20 (under 15), $40 adult / LOCALS: Afl. 40 
TICKETS: at the theater door 


GROUP SALES: (297)561-1090 
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MLB Standings 

American League National League 


East 

w 

L 

Pet GB 

East 

w 

L 

Pet GB 

BALTIMORE 

29 

19 

.604 


WASHINGTON 

29 

19 

.604 

- 

TAMPA 

29 

20 

.592 

0.5 

NY METS 

27 

22 

.551 

2.5 

Yankees 

26 

21 

.553 

2.5 

MIAMI 

27 

22 

.551 

2.5 

BOSTON 

24 

24 

.500 

5.0 

ATLANTA 

26 

24 

.520 

4.0 

Toronto 

24 

24 

.500 

5.0 

PHILADELPHIA 

26 

24 

.520 

4.0 

Central 





Central 





CLEVELAND 

26 

21 

.553 

- 

CINCINNATI 

27 

21 

.562 

- 

CHICAGO 

27 

22 

.551 

-- 

ST. LOUIS 

27 

22 

.551 

0.5 

DETROIT 

23 

25 

.479 

3.5 

PITTSBURG 

24 

24 

.500 

3.0 

KANSAS 

19 

27 

.413 

6.5 

HOUSTON 

22 

25 

.468 

4.5 

MINNESOTA 

16 

32 

.333 10.5 

MILWAUKEE 

19 

28 

.404 

7.5 

West 





CHICAGO 

16 

32 

.333 11.0 





West 





TEXAS 

30 

18 

.625 

— 

32 

15 

.681 


24 

25 

.490 

6.5 

LA DODGERS 

7.5 

LA ANGELES 

25 

23 

.521 

22 

27 

.449 

8.5 

SAN FRANCISCO 

OAKLAND 

22 

26 



21 

29 



ARIZONA 

.45b 1 U.o 

SEATTLE 

.420 10.0 

17 

29 







COLORADO 

.b/U 14.b 






SAN DIEGO 

17 

33 

.340 16.5 


x-Clinched Playoff Spot; y-Division Champ 
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Amazing views over Aruba, 


RESTAURANT 
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Our Unique Location, Exquisite Italian Cuisine, Outdoor Bar, 
Warm Service and our Indoor and Outdoor tables make us 


The Experience you can’t mi$S 


Ideal for Spectacular Sunset 
and views over Aruba Pictures. 


Situated on the 3iMl of ffludh fiiOxina 
tight next ta the GaEifawiia HightheuAe 

Open Daily at 8.30 AM 
serving a mini Breakfast, Lunch (11 AM ) 
and Dinner (5.30 PM ) . 

Happy Hour from 5 to 7 PM. 

UFE MUSIC DAILY FROM 7.30 TO 9.30 PM. 

The Perfect Location for ALL Celebrations. 


P!m m/ 586 0786 for Reservations. 


NBA: Ginobili shines as Spurs rally to beat 
Thunder 



Manu Ginobili (20) came from the bench to score a team-high 
26 points for the San Antonio Spurs, who maintain their un¬ 
beaten run in the ongoing NBA playoff campaign. 

AFP photo 


SAN ANTONIO (AFP) - 
Manu Ginobili scored 26 
points and the San Antonio 
Spurs turned it on in the 
fourth quarter to beat Okla¬ 
homa City 101-98 Sunday in 
the first game of the NBA 
Western Conference Finals. 

The Spurs stretched their 
winning streak to 19 games 
and moved one game closer 
to booking their berth in the 
NBA Finals. 

The winner of this best-of- 
seven series will face either 
the Miami Heat or Boston 


Celtics for the NBA title. San 
Antonio host game two on 
Tuesday. 

The Spurs trailed by nine 
points going into the fourth 
quarter, when they turned the 
tables and out-scored the 
Thunder 39-27. 

Kevin Durant led Okla¬ 
homa City with 27 points and 
Russell Westbrook added 17, 
but they just could not stop 
the Spurs in the final period. 

"It was a hard-fought ball 
game," said Thunder coach 
Scott Brooks. "Nothing to be 


ashamed of. 

"They're playing the best 
basketball in the league," 
Brooks said of San Antonio. 
"And we were right there." 

Point guard Tony Parker 
scored 18 points with six as¬ 
sists for San Antonio, while 
Tim Duncan scored 16 and 
grabbed 11 rebounds. 

With Argentine Ginobili 
leading the way, the Spurs 
bench contributed 52 points. 

The Thunder closed the 
third quarter on a 10-3 scor¬ 
ing run to take a 71-62 lead. 

Spurs coach Gregg 
Popovich was caught by 
video cameras exhorting his 
players to get "nasty". 

"I said that? In the heat of 
the game sometimes stuff 
comes out of my mouth and 
it's embarrassing," Popovich 
said. 

"I thought that we were 
playing for most of the first 
half and even the beginning 
of the third quarter a bit un- 
confidently, a bit on our 
heels, a bit unsure of our¬ 
selves. 

"So I talked to them about 
they've got to get a little bit 
uglier, a little bit nasty, play 
with a little more fiber — 
meaning you've got to take it 
to these guys, you've got to 
drive it, you've got to shoot it, 


you can't hold it," the coach 
said. 

"We needed to be active 
and aggressive — and we got 
that way in the fourth quar¬ 
ter." 

"He just wanted to make 
sure we played with more en¬ 
ergy," Parker said of 
Popovich. "They were play¬ 
ing with a lot more energy 
than us in the third quarter, 
and we were hesitating a little 
bit." 

Parker's jump shot tied it at 
73-73 early in the fourth as 
the Spurs delivered an 18-3 
scoring run that put them up 
82-76. 

From there the Thunder 
did not get closer than four 
points, until James Harden 
drained a three-pointer as 
time expired to narrow the 
final margin. 

Ginobili made 9 of 14 
shots, including three of his 


five three-point attempts. In 
the fourth quarter he made all 
three of his shots from the 
floor and all five of his free- 
throws. 

"That's Manu's game," 
Popovich said. "He's a scorer. 
That’s what he's done for us 
his whole career. Without 
that, we have a tough time 
winning." 

But Parker said the Spurs - 
- who were playing their first 
game in a week after com¬ 
pleting their second-round 
sweep of the Los Angeles 
Clippers last Sunday — would 
have to improve to hold off 
the Thunder. 

"Oklahoma, they're a very, 
very good team," Parker said. 
"I think we're going to have 
to play a lot better if we want 
to win game two. If we play 
the same way we're not going 
to win game two." 



























